
2023-2024 Season

Legacy: 
Legends and Pioneers

Reserve your tickets today : www.winonasymphony.org



About the Winona Symphony Orchestra

Proudly recognized as the oldest arts organization in Southeastern Minnesota, 

the Winona Symphony Orchestra was founded in 1908 by eminent composer Carl 

Ruggles. Following his residency in Winona, Ruggles went on to become part of a 

group of modernist American composers known as “The American Five” among 

the company of such greats as Charles Ives and Henry Cowell. During the Great 

Depression, the symphony disbanded but was revived in 1965 and has performed 

every season since then. Many esteemed local musicians have served as conductor 

and music director over the past several decades, including Milton Davenport, Sr. 

Genevieve Speltz, Marsha Mabrey, Dr. Robert King, George Stelluto, Valerie Taylor,  

Dr. Paul Vance, and Dr. Donald Lovejoy. Now under the direction of Dr. Erik Rohde, 

music professor at the University of Northern Iowa and prominent violinist and 

conductor, the Winona Symphony Orchestra proudly features some of the area’s 

finest professional musicians. Comprised of more than 30 local and regional 
musicians, the WSO offers 3 concerts each season, including two symphonic  
concerts and our popular Children’s Concert. The annual Children’s Concert is 

a significant part of the Symphony’s tradition from its earliest seasons. When the  
WSO offered its first Children’s Concert in February of 1910, the Symphony was uniquely 
visionary at the time in offering a tailored performance programmed especially for 

children. Since then, the WSO continues its legacy of promoting an appreciation 

for classical music among children with live, free performances every season.  

In the coming seasons, the Winona Symphony Orchestra is excited to advance its 

mission with initiatives to grow concert programming, increase educational and 

social outreach, and strengthen its community presence. By elevating and expanding 

its artistic and educational offerings, the WSO remains committed to serving our 

community and connecting our neighbors through the shared delight of music.  

Mission
To provide enriching encounters with classical 
music through professional performances and 

educational outreach

Values
Excellence, Creativity, Community, 

Inspiration, Legacy

Vision
To bring classical music to the ears and 

hearts of every Winona resident



Season Events
Concert Date Time Location Ticket Price 

Summer 8-27-23 1pm – Elmaro $30
Social  4pm Vineyard

Interro Quartet 10-5-23 7pm Minnesota Marine $25

   Art Museum

Fall Symphony 10-21-23 7:30pm Winona State University $18

Concert   Performing Arts Center

The Big Catch 11-9-23 7pm Minnesota Marine $25

   Art Museum

Children’s 2-20-24 9am & Winona Middle FREE 
Concert  10:30am School

F-Plus Trio 2-22-24 7pm Minnesota Marine $25
   Art Museum

Spring Symphony 3-16-24 7:30pm Wesley United $18

Concert   Methodist Church

Vivaldi Spring 4-11-24 7pm Minnesota Marine $25
   Art Museum

Bach Sonatas 5-4-24 6:30pm Minnesota Marine $35
and Partitas   Art Museum

Ticket Packages
Tickets may be purchased in advance online at www.winonasymphony.org  

or at the venue prior to each performance.

Season Tickets - $118
Featuring both our symphonic series and our new MMAM chamber music series, season 
tickets offer the opportunity to hear masterworks performed by some of the region’s top 
professional classical musicians. Save 20% and enjoy 6 concerts all year round.

MMAM Chamber Music Series - $88
Join us for 4 chamber concerts in partnership with the Minnesota Marine Art Museum 
jointly programmed to spotlight both the visual treasurers of MMAM and musical master-
works unified by a common theme. A light reception follows each concert. Save 20% off 
our MMAM concert tickets by purchasing this ticket package.

Individual Ticket Pricing:
– $18 Symphony Concerts

– $25  MMAM Chamber Concerts

– $15  Student and military discount

– Free  Children 15 and under, each accompanied by paying adult



“Water Music”:  
Chamber Concerts 
at the MMAM

Unspoken  
Poetry: 
Thursday, October 5, 2023 7:00 p.m.

All Water Music Perfomances are at: 

Minnesota Marine Art Museum.  800 Riverview Drive.  Winona, MN 55987

KOMEI ABE: String Quartet No. 7 

COMPOUND QUARTET: “Unspoken Poetry” 

INTERRO QUARTET

We introduce the season with a program inspired by the signature collection of 

Hudson River Valley artisits and members of an influential group of composers 

known familiarly as the Boston Six.  A distinctly American program, these string  

quartets of Amy Beach and George Chadwick use Native American melodies 

and folk fiddle tunes respectively. Both music and painting sharing a 

common birthplace in the Northeast, they each influenced the genesis of a 

truly “American” style during a period of growing awareness of the American 

identity.  Join us as we celebrate the melodic origins and pictorial beauty of the 

land and pay tribute to the beloved collection of the Hudson River School.



The Big  

Catch:
Thursday, November 9, 2023  
7:00 p.m.

FRANZ SCHUBERT: Piano Quintet in A Major Op. 114, D667 “The Trout”

ELLEN ZWILICH: Quintet for Piano, Violin, Viola, Cello and Contrabass

 Musicians of the Winona Symphony Orchestra

Inviting audiences on an exploration of darker pools and deeper reflections, 

this program is a mediation on bravery in shadows of our human experience.  

Surrounded by the immersive art of Anne Labovitz and poignant music of 

living composers, the listener may experience a cathartic contemplation of  

our most introspective moods.

Reflections on 
the Nature of 
Water:
Thursday, February 22, 2024 7:00 p.m.

Inspired by the imitative sounds of the animal kingdom and the intricate 

designs of the botanical world, the principal winds of the WSO will present a 

program of diverse chamber music.  Audiences can enjoy the evocative tonal 

color of the wind ensemble while appreciating the highly decorative shapes of 

Hitomi Hosono’s ceramics.

F-PLUS TRIO: Reflections on the Nature of Water



Vivaldi Spring and  

Summer: 

Thursday, April 11, 2024 7:00 p.m.

As we started the series bidding farewell to one beloved collection, we  

conclude our collaborative concerts this season by welcoming works from 

collections of museums across Minnesota. Featuring Minneapolis-based 

ensemble, the Lux String Trio, this concert will include a piece by Minnesota-

native composer, Stephen Paulus, which premiered at another illustrious 

gallery - the Walker Art Center.

ANTONIO VIVALDI: ‘Spring’ and ‘Summer’ from The Four Seasons

 Hillary Kingsley, solo violin with

 Musicians of the Winona Symphony Orchestra



Bach in the Galleries: 
Sunday, May 4, 2024 6:30 p.m.

An immersive and progressive artistic program uniting musical, visual, 

and culinary arts. WSO Music Director Erik Rohde will present a complete 

performance of the 6 solo violin Sonatas and Partitas of J.S. Bach set in the 

inspiring galleries of the Minnesota Marine Art Museum and interspersed with 

light refreshments.

Erik Rohde, solo violin



Symphony Concerts

Saturday, October 28, 2023 7:30pm
Winona State University  

DuFresne Performing Arts Center

450 Johnson St.

Winona, MN 55987

Saturday, March 16, 2024 7:30pm
Wesley United Methodist Church

114 West Broadway 

Winona, MN 55987

Fall Concert:  
Pioneers of  
Today

Spring Concert:  
Legends of  
Yesterday

REINALDO MOYA: Minnesota Suite 

KATHERINE BERGMAN: Superior

LIBBY LARSEN: Haying (PREMIERE) 

 Alan Dunbar, baritone

WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART: Symphony No. 41

WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART: Overture to Don Giovanni  

DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH: Cello Concerto No. 1
 Austin Huntington, cello

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN: Symphony No. 8



Tuesday, February 20th*, 2024

9:00 and 10:30am

*Snow Date: Thursday, February 24, 2024

Winona Middle School

1570 Homer Road, Winona, MN 55987

Children’s  

Concert: 

Sunday, August 27, 2023, 1:00 - 4:00pm 

Elmaro Vineyard 

14756 Delany Road

Trempealeau, WI 54661

Elmaro Summer Social: 

Ticket price $30
Purchase tickets online at: 

www.winonasymphony.org

EDVARD GRIEG: Selections from ‘Holberg’ 
KATHERINE BERGMAN: Superior

STEVE HEITZEG: On the Day You Were Born



Sponsors

Conductor $1,000 + above

Rivers Hotel Company
Stan Ferguson Trucking
Turf Maintenance
Win Air
Winona Nursery

Stan Ferguson Trucking
Wild Wales Tours & Walkabouts 
Winona Marina

Fairfield Inn & Suites

Merchants Bank
RTP Co. 

Fawcett Junker Funeral Home 
   & Crematory
Hiawatha Broadband 
    Communications
Leithold Music
River City Heating and  
    Air Conditioning

Durfey Studios
Hoff Celebration of Life Center
Kendell Lumber

7th Street Retreat
Elmaro Vineyard

Fastenal
H3O Jazz Trio
Island City Brewing Co

Support
The Winona Symphony Orchestra relies on the generosity of foundations, 

corporations, and individuals like you to continue its century-old creative legacy of 

inspiring and enriching our community through excellent symphonic music, music 

education, and cultural leadership. In supporting your community’s orchestra, you give 

not just to a single organization, but your gift enriches an entire community through 

the arts and reaches thousands of individuals seeking the beauty of music. We are 

grateful that your generosity allows us, in turn, to offer our gift to our audiences.

Visit www.winonasymphony.org to learn the many ways to support the WSO. From 

full concert sponsorship, to contributions to our educational fund, to general operating 

support, choose the level and program that’s right for you. Your tax-deductible 

contribution can be made online at www.winonasymphony.org or by mailing a check 

to Winona Symphony Orchestra, PO Box 1197 Winona, MN 55987.

Donor up to $99

Principal $250-$499

Symphony $500 - $999

Patron $100-$249



Sponsors

Patron $100-$249 
Anonymous
Joe Bartlett & Liz Bartlett Hall
John Black
Raymond & Colleen Cenfield
David & Kathleen Christensen
Judy Davis
Heather Dick
Barbara DuFresne
Ron & Amy England
Richard & Gayle Garrity
Anne Gibson
William & Jennifer Gibson
Wanda Hagquist

Donor up to $99
Elizabeth Becker
Jane Bremer
Margaret Carroll
Pauline Christensen
Diane Dingfelder
Stephen & Kathleen Drange
Marian Hoffman
Serena & Larry Holstad
Tamara Koenig

Nan Kreuger
Sara Langmead
Diana Leland
Seth Lilly
Matt Liston
George Park III
Greg & Kathy Schmidt
Margaret Trott
Steve Parsh

Eric & Janet Heukeshoven
Ruth Sieber Johnson
Sue Jensen
Aaron & Sherry Lohmeyer
Holden & Elise Lewis
Sheryl Miller
Elizabeth Nordling
Patte Peterson
Lori & Don Rivers
Rebecca Shockley
David & Lynn Theurer
Cheryl & Larry Tuxen
Jon and Ruthanne Weispfennig

Conductor $1,000 + above
Dan Hall
Shari & Clare Jarvis
Robert & Marlene Kohner

 
John & Marlene Mulrooney
Jerry & Pat Papenfuss
Rill & Larry Reuter

Symphony $500 - $999
Chris & Stacey Arnold
Dave & Muriel Arnold
Margaret Shaw Johnson
Robert Kierlin & Mary Burrichter
Jonelle Moore
Heidi Guenther Ryan
Stephen & Barbara Slaggie
Brad Turner and Ellyn English
Francis & Diane Zeches

Principal $250-$499
Elizabeth Bach
Bernie & Colleen Brenner
Eric Brisson & Deanne Mohr
Constance and Raymond Dretske
Maureen and Lou Guillou
Bill & Gwen Katula
Jonelle Moore
Jeff and Marcy VanFossen
Joyce Woodworth
Joel & Mary Zabel

This activity is made  
possible by the voters  
of Minnesota through  
a grant from the  
Minnesota State Arts  
Board, thanks to a  
legislative appropriation
from the arts and  
cultural heritage fund.

Foundational Support

Individual Sponsors



Winona Symphony Orchestra
P.O. Box 1197

Winona, MN 55987

www.winonasymphony.org


